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Understand the MERI application process

Know required documents before submission

Characteristics of high-quality application

Understand data security and publication 
responsibilities

Tips of quick approval 

Learn supportive resources

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

http://medc.miedresearch.org


WHAT IS MERI?
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• MERI is a partnership between the State of 
Michigan (SOM), University of Michigan (U-M), 
and Michigan State University (MSU) that 
includes a ground-breaking data-sharing 
agreement and is recognized as a model for 
state-level education research partnerships.

• A core role that U-M plays in MERI is running 
the Michigan Education Data Center (MEDC).  

• All research applications are reviewed by a 
MERI review team. However, SOM agencies 
makes final approval decisions. 

 

http://medc.miedresearch.org/


DISTINCTIVE PARTNERSHIP

University of Michigan

MEDC facilitates application 
processes, disseminates data 

to approved researchers, 
matches to external records

State Agency Partners
Michigan Department of 

Education (MDE), Michigan 
Department of Lifelong 

Education, Advancement, and 
Potential (MiLEAP) & Center 
for Educational Performance 

and Information (CEPI)

Michigan State 
University

Acts as a strategic partner to the 
Michigan Department of 

Education (MDE), conducting 
quick turn around analysis
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BEFORE STARTING, PLEASE REVIEW

● Application webpage
● Application guide
● FERPA Instruction
● Codebook

All on the MEDC website



MICHIGAN’S P-20 EDUCATION DATA
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MICHIGAN’S P-20 EDUCATION DATA
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KEY 
FEATURES

SEARCHABLE 
WEBSITE

Rich 
Metadata

Application 
Process

 CLEAR & 
TRANSPARENT

 PROBABILISTIC 
MATCHING

Unique 
Crosswalks

RICH LINKED 
DATA

Pre-K through 
Postsecondary

DATA 
COMPLETENESS 

REPORT 

Available data 
by academic 

year
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NEW DATA DEVELOPMENTS
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● Early On (early childhood) data 

● Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) data 

● Crosswalk between students that 
eventually become teachers

● Sibling identifiers



APPLICATION PROCESS
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Review Review, approval, payment, and data delivery

Submit Submit MERI Research Application

Complete Complete FERPA training, IRB, confidentiality forms

Review Review MEDC website, codebooks, and data 
completion report, to determine data availability

Confirm Confirm eligibility

http://medc.miedresearch.org
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 APPLICATION 
SECTIONS

http://medc.miedresearch.org/
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Approved IRB letter

FERPA certificates (all team members, within 12 months)

Confidentiality & Security forms (all team members)

Letters of support (if merging external data)

IT contact for data security plan

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

http://medc.miedresearch.org


FERPA EXCEPTIONS
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In order to receive student-level data, researchers must 
utilize the data for, or on behalf of, an educational agency 
for the purpose of: 

• Studies that either: 
       ∙ Develop, validate, or administer predictive tests; 
       ∙ Administer student aid programs; or
       ∙ Improve instruction 

• Audit or evaluation of Federal or State supported 
education programs, or for the enforcement of or 
compliance with Federal legal requirements that relate to 
those program. 

Note: Staff data do not require meeting a FERPA 
exception.

http://medc.miedresearch.org


ALIGN WITH THE 
PRIORITIES OF THE STATE
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Michigan’s Top 10 Strategic Education Plan

• Early Childhood
• Literacy & Numeracy 
• Whole Child Development & Student Well-Being 
• Educator Workforce & Professional Capacity 
• College, Career & Postsecondary Success

Michigan’s Research Priorities

http://medc.miedresearch.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/top10/top_10_mi_strategic_ed_plan_promising_practices_1_pager.pdf?rev=10f3f05c8cb140989b91565cc9364ff8&hash=08EF0354AD856A371B5D55C3E0C30C0B


ALIGN WITH THE 
PRIORITIES OF THE STATE
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● Financial Aid Design

● Outreach, Access, and Re-engagement

● Academic Pathways and Credential Design

● Pedagogy, Advising, and the Student Experience

● Basic Needs and Student Wellbeing

Michigan’s Research Priorities: Office of Higher Education

http://medc.miedresearch.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mileap/higher-education/data-sharing-center/ohe-research-priorities


ALIGN WITH THE 
PRIORITIES OF THE STATE
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● Institutional Coordination, Student Mobility, and Credit 

Portability

● Career Alignment, Exposure, and Navigation

● Workforce Alignment, Graduate Retention, and Regional 

Economic Impact

● Institutional Responsiveness in an Evolving World

● Measuring Progress and Defining Credential Value

Michigan’s Research Priorities: Office of Higher Education

http://medc.miedresearch.org


HIGH-QUALITY 
APPLICATION (1)
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● Complete the application with all required documents

● Clearly justify the appropriate FERPA exception 

● Provide a realistic project timeline 
○ Include the 30-Day Review

● Clearly describe the proposed study 
○ Study abstract/summary
○ Study purpose and objectives 
○ Research questions 
○ Analysis plan 
○ Expected benefits to Michigan students 
○ Dissemination plan



HIGH-QUALITY 
APPLICATION (2)
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● Justify the need for confidential student-level data

● Justify every requested variable and school year 

● Align requested data and analyses with each research 
question

● Develop a FERPA-compliant data security plan 
○ Secure storage
○ Restricted access
○ Encryption
○ Data destruction

● Write clearly for reviewers from diverse backgrounds



DATA 
SECURITY 

EXPECTATIONS

• Store data on secure 
institutional servers (not 
cloud/local devices)

• Encryption, password 
protection, secure remote 
access (VPN)

• Access limited to approved 
team members only

• Data stored in the U.S
• Plan for destruction after 

project completion
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● Data are on loan
● Use only for approved purposes
● Submit an application amendment 

BEFORE deviating from your 
approved plan

● Submit IRB updates when required
● Suppress cells smaller than 10
● Submit all products for 30-day MERI 

review before public dissemination
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AFTER APPROVAL

http://medc.miedresearch.org
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TIPS TO HELP KEEP 
YOUR RESEARCH 
APPLICATION MOVING 

● Your application should be 100% complete 
● Strong FERPA justification
● Clear analysis plan
● Sufficient variable justification
● Strong data security measures
● Respond promptly to inquiries from MEDC

http://medc.miedresearch.org


RESOURCES & SUPPORT
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Data Team:
medc-data-support@umich.edu

MERI Inbox:
meri@miedresearch.org

http://medc.miedresearch.org
mailto:medc-data-support@umich.edu
mailto:meri@miedresearch.org
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Appendix



APPLICATION AMENDMENTS

100%
Acceptance 

Rate

250+
College 

Students 

½ 
In-State 

Tuition Cost
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Use amendment process for team 
changes, new research questions, 
additional years/data, or 
extending project timeline

Bundle multiple changes into one 
request when possible

http://medc.miedresearch.org

